
HB 2809 (Tharinger)  | SB 6064 (Wellman)
An Act Relating to efficiency updates for capital budget appropriations allocated 
for public art; amending RCW 28B.10./027 and 43.17.200; amending 2015 34d sp.s. c 
3 s 7012 (uncodified); and adding a new section to chapter 43.46 RCW

Kay Kirkpatrick, Storylines, 2015, includes colored glass inserts, sandblast-
ed concrete patterns, and the life stories of  Yakima Valley College students 
screen-printed onto the building’s storefront windows. This imagery was picked 
up in the exterior plaza design through lines in the concrete dotted by LED 
lights. Photos courtesy of  the artist.

The modest $64,000 budget for Storylines was highly leveraged by its  
inclusion in the building contractor’s scope of  work. Without the advantage of  
early collaboration and integration, and a financial commitment from YVC for 
design, the project would have been impossible to realize. 

Since 1974, ArtsWA’s Art in Public Places program 

has managed the State Art Collection, taking 

care of existing artworks and acquiring new ones 

at K-12 public schools, colleges, universities, and 

state agencies throughout Washington. Public art 

projects are funded through a formula of one-half 

of one-percent of the cost of new, state-funded 

building construction, and renovations/remodels 

at colleges and universities.

HB 2809 / SB 6064 would allow state agencies 

and higher education to expend up to 10-percent 

of anticipated art funds to engage with an artist 

during construction planning and design.

• Currently, public art funding is available only 

after a building’s design is nearly or fully  

complete. 

• Once construction begins, it is often  

prohibitively expensive (or too late) to  

incorporate art into a building, even through 

modest changes like reinforced concrete or 

additional lighting. 

• HB 2809 / SB 6064 would save the state  

money, shorten the artwork project timeline, 

and stretch public dollars further by leveraging 

existing construction funds. 

• Washington’s 2016 supplemental budget gave 

this authority to higher education; these bills 

simply extend this to other state agencies.


